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            SEWING MACHINE NEEDLE        
            INFORMATION   
 

 
There is a lot of information that is important when considering what type of needle to use in your sewing machine.   
 
Using a good quality sewing machine needle ensures the quality of your work is maintained.  A poor quality needle can cause a 
number of issues such as thread shredding, tension, knotting, skipped stitches.  Good quality needles will have colour coding 
on them which indicates the needle type and needle size.   
 

  
 
It is also important that you change your needle regularly.  Don’t skimp on needles.  Needles get blunt and can spoil your 
sewing.  As a rule of thumb, you should change your needle after every major project.  A needle will give you approximately four 
to five solid sewing hours.  You will start to hear a “plop” “plop” sound from your needle trying to puncture your project and it will 
drag the fabric up through the project.  You should also change your needle if you have a sewing mishap, like a jam up, sewing 
over a needle or break a needle.   Sometimes pulling your project through your machine will cause the needle to bend.   
 
READING A NEEDLE PACKET 
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NEEDLE SYSTEM 
 
The first most important thing is that you are using the correct needle system for your sewing machine. There are many types of 
needle systems for both sewing machines and overlockers.  The most common needle system is 130/705 H.  Other needle 
systems are for example 287WH, DP x 5, 16x231. 
 
NEEDLE TYPE 
 
The second most important thing is that you are using the right type of needle for your sewing project.  There are many types of 
needles available for example, universal, ballpoint for stretch fabrics, metallic, jeans, topstitch, microtex, leather.   
 
NEEDLE SIZE  
 
The third most important thing is that you are using the right size needle for your sewing project.  The size is identified by two 
numbers, for example, 80/12.  These refer to two units of measurements, metric and imperial.  The smaller the number, the finer 
the needle.  When choosing the needle size you can use the following guide: 
 

  For very fine or lightweight fabrics use size 60/8 

  For lightweight fabrics use size 70/10 

  For medium weight fabrics use size 80/12 

  For heavy fabrics use size 90/14 

  For very heavy fabrics use size 100/16 or 110/18 
 
 


