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            CALCULATING BINDING FOR QUILTS 
 

 
 
 
 Calculating how much fabric you need to bind a quilt is done by calculating the outside edge of the  
 quilt and adding extra length for the corners and the join. 
 

Start by adding the length of the edges together (or add the length and width and multiple by two). 
For example: 

  
        
  
 
 

42 in 

42 in 

74 in 74 in 

74 + 42 + 74 + 42 = 232 inches 

Add 10 inches to cover the four 
corners and the final join.   

Total:  242 inches. 

** For a very large quilt you may need 
to add a few more inches because 
there will be a greater number of 
strips required and every strip loses a 
half inch with the joins. 

Take the total number of inches which in this example is 242 inches and divide it by the width of 
the fabric which is 42 inches if using a standard bolt of quilting fabric.  This gives the total number 
of strips required.  In this example it means you require 5.8 strips so round it up to 6 strips to bind 
the quilt.     

You then work out how wide you want your strips to be.  The standard for binding is 2 ½ inch strips.   

If you multiply 6 strips x 2 ½ inches this will give you the amount of fabric you require to then cut 
into strips.  This example means you require 15 inches of fabric to cut into 2 ½ inch strips to bind 
the quilt.   

If you require a narrower or wider binding then you replace the 2 ½ inch with the desired width of 
the binding.   

 


